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and which we call God, only His Majesty changed his mind
and instructed Nelidov soon after the latter's departure for
Constantinople to give up his design. It is significant that
for some time after this incident the Emperor bore a grudge
against me.
It is noteworthy that at the time of the Russo-Japanese
War the attitude of the court clique and of the Emperor
himself toward England was one of strong hostility. This
was due to England's agreement with Japan and also to the
fact that she furnished refuge to the Russian revolutionists.
To the Japanese His Majesty was in the habit of referring
as macacoes (monkeys), using this term even in official
documents. The English he called Jews. "An English-
man," he liked to repeat, ctis a zhld (Jew)."
To illustrate further His Majesty's views and sympathies,
I shall cite also this striking incident. During my premier-
ship (1906) I received a dispatch from Governor-General
Sologub, describing the measures taken to suppress the
uprising in the Reval district and requesting me to exert a
moderating influence upon Captain Richter of the punitive
expedition, who was executing people indiscriminately with-
out the least semblance of legality. I submitted the dispatch
to His Majesty, who returned it to me with the- following
words jotted down opposite the lines describing the captain's
bloody deeds: "Fine! A capital fellow I" Afterwards he
asked me to send back this telegram to him. He never
returned it to me. Some time after I left the post of Prime
Minister, His Majesty received me very amiably and asked
me to return all letters and telegrams with his autographed
commentaries which were in my possession. I did so, and
I now regret it. These documents would shed a remarkable
light on the character of this truly unhappy sovereign, with
all his intellectual and moral weaknesses.
When, in the course of my official conferences with His
Majesty, I referred to public opinion, His Majesty often-